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Society News, Notes & Mail 

Nominations Open for Two GWS Board Seats 
1999-2001 

The 1998 board election, which will take place this October, will be for the 
seats of two retiring board members, Russ Dickenson and Jon Jarvis. At the end 
of this year Russ and Jon will have reached the conclusion of their second 
three-year terms, and so are ineligible to run again. We are accepting nomina
tions from those who wish to seek these open seats. The term of office runs 
from 1 January 1999 through 31 December 2001. Nominations are open 
through July 1, 1998. To be eligible, the nominator and nominee must both be 
GWS members in good standing. The nominee must be willing to travel to 
board meetings, which usually occur once a year; help prepare for and carry 
out the biennial conferences; and serve on board committees and do other 
work associated with the Society. Travel costs and per diem for the board 
meetings are paid by the Society; otherwise there is no remuneration. The pro
cedure is: members make nominations for the ballot to the board's nominating 
committee, which makes a selection from these nominations to determine the 
final ballot. (It is also possible for members to place candidates directly on the 
ballot through petition; for details, contact the GWS office.) To propose 
someone for candidacy (and it's perfectly acceptable to nominate one's self), 
send his or her name, mailing and e-mail addresses, and telephone and fax 
numbers to: Nominating Committee, The George Wright Society, P.O. Box 
65, Hancock, MI 49930-0065 USA. All nominees will be contacted by the 
nominating committee to get background information before the ballot is de
termined. Again, the deadline for nominations is July 1, 1998. 

Bernard Charles Lieff, 1942-1997 
One of Canada's foremost ecosystem management experts, Dr. Bernie Lieff, 

died in Victoria, British Columbia, on October 25,1997. For the better part of 
a year he put up a courageous fight against Multiple Myeloma, a cancer with no 
known cure. Even during this period he maintained an active life style, both at 
work with Parks Canada and in his leisure activities, taking every opportunity 
to enjoy the outdoors that he so loved. 

Bernie is particularly well remembered for his contribution in obtaining 
biosphere reserve status for Waterton Lakes National Park in the early 1980s 
while he was superintendent. He was a strong believer in working with other 
partners to achieve broader conservation values. He was honoured by both the 
United States and Canadian Man and the Biosphere committees along with the 
superintendent of Glacier National Park (USA) for advancing the biosphere 
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reserve program in North America. The ideas embodied in the biosphere re
serve concept were expanded to consider a broader ecosystem concept of sus
tainable and protected areas land use in the "Crown of the Continent" concept. 
This concept has evolved even further, being superseded by the "Yellowstone 
to Yukon Conservation Initiative." There is little doubt that discussions lead
ing to the biosphere reserve designation set the foundation for the development 
of the broader continental ecosystem approach—a significant evolution in 
protected areas management. 

Bernie was born May 31, 1942, in Victoria, B.C., and moved to Ontario 
where he completed his secondary and university education. He received his 
undergraduate degree in biology from Carleton University in Ottawa. He then 
moved to London to undertake his MSc in zoology at the University of Western 
Ontario in 1967 and, in 1971, a PhD in ecology. He was particularly interested 
in the behavior, composition, and reproductive efficiency of blue and Canada 
geese and their dependency on the vegetation of the feeding grounds. As a con
sequence of this interest he spent four months each year, during his university 
studies, under canvas, where he came to love the North. He was located in the 
tundra, at the McConnel River, one of the largest goose colonies (400,000 
birds) in the Arctic. 

Upon completion of his PhD he joined Parks Canada. Over the following 
26 years he pursued his passion and love for the national parks. He first worked 
in Ottawa and then spent over three years in the Ontario Regional Office in 
Cornwall, 12 years as a park superintendent at Pukaskwa (Ontario), Wood 
Buffalo (Northwest Territories), and Waterton Lakes. Thereafter he spent his 
time working out of the Calgary Regional Office, first as chief of visitor activi
ties, then as chief of park science, and, most recently, as the regional chief of 
ecosystem management. He was a key catalyst in the development of "Research 
Links," a science newsletter for the western Canadian national parks. During 
1997 he served as the co-chair of the Third International Conference on Sci
ence and the Management of Protected Areas (SAMPA III), held in Calgary. 
Here he was honoured for his significant contributions, both in the conference 
organization and to the advancement of ecosystem science and management. 
The Science and Management of Protected Areas Association, Waterton 
Lakes National Park, Glacier National Park (USA), and a group of his peers all 
made presentations in tribute. Upon his return to British Columbia last sum
mer, he worked on discussions relating to the possible setting up of a biosphere 
reserve at Clayquot Sound on Vancouver Island. 

During his time with Parks Canada he nurtured many friendships and be
came a mentor for many, both domestically and overseas. He was an adjunct 
professor at the University of Calgary where he not only provided guest lectures 
but hours of counsel and guidance to graduate students who had a particular 
interest (or a thesis to complete) on protected areas. He also had some consid-
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erable success in asserting and convincing other university peers of the impor
tance of applied science in the field of protected areas studies. His knowledge, 
expertise, and ability to work well with others was also recognized by the 
World Commission on Protected Areas, where he served as a consultant in the 
ecological assessment of protected areas in Pakistan, Russia, and, more re
cently, in Sweden, where he was an evaluator for World Heritage designation 
for two of the Swedish national parks. 

At all times Bernie performed as a true professional with his strong ground
ing in science while unequivocally committed to the ideals, values, and prin
ciples of national parks. He was admired and respected for his foresight and 
pragmatic approach to dealing with major conservation issues by his both 
peers and those he mentored. His energy, enthusiasm, commitment, and dedi
cation to the communicating and understanding of the importance of science 
in management is a legacy he leaves with us all. To further this legacy and in 
honour of Bernie's contribution to the advancement of ecosystem manage
ment, and as a result of his close association with the university community, his 
family and colleagues have established an award in his name. This award has 
been established through the assistance of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society. Donations to this award would be most welcomed to enable us to real
ize this goal. Contributions should be sent to: The Bernie Lieff Fund, c/o 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, 401 Richmond Street West, Suite 
380, Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8, Canada. 

— Neil Munro 

46 New Sites Added to World Heritage List 
At its 21st session, held December 1997 in Naples, the World Heritage 

Committee inscribed 46 sites to the World Heritage List: 7 natural, 38 cultural, 
and 1 mixed. This brings the total number of sites on the World Heritage List 
to 552 (418 cultural, 114 natural and 20 mixed) in 112 countries. Four States 
Parties have sites on the World Heritage List for the first time: Dominica, Es
tonia, Kenya, and Latvia. Some of the new sites are the Sunderbans mangrove 
forest in Bangladesh; the Classical Gardens of Suzhou, China; Cocos Island 
National Park, Costa Rica; Morne Trosi Pitons National Park, Dominica; the 
archaeological areas of Pompei, Italy; Mount Kenya National Park, Kenya; the 
historic city center of Riga, Latvia; and the gardens at Lumbine, Nepal, the 
birthplace of the lord Buddha. Brief descriptions of all the new sites are on the 
Web at http://www.unesco.org/whc/97briefs.htm. 

25th Annual Natural Areas Conference Scheduled 
"Planning for the Seventh Generat ion" 

The silver anniversary conference of the Natural Areas Association will be 
held October 6-10, 1998, at the Mission Point Resort on Mackinac Island, 
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Michigan—in view of the Mackinac Bridge connecting Michigan's Upper and 
Lower Peninsulas and located between Lakes Michigan and Huron. Conferees 
will come together on what was historically the country's second national park 
and first state park to consider the actions we may, and perhaps must, take now 
to be Planning for the Seventh Generation. This theme reflects the participa
tion of Native Peoples representing several Great Lakes and other tribes. Pri
mary topics will include a discussion on the past, present, and future of natural 
areas and the role of natural areas in conservation planning and sustainable de
velopment. The conference will showcase conservation efforts of highly suc
cessful land trusts, including the Little Traverse Conservancy and The Nature 
Conservancy. Field trips to nearby natural areas will feature the coasts of Lake 
Superior, Lake Huron, and Lake Michigan, with Great Lakes marshes, inter-
dunal wetlands, freshwater sand dunes, and limestone bedrock communities, 
as well as providing an opportunity to visit inland natural communities. For 
more information: Great Lakes Natural Areas Conference, P.O. Box 30180, 
Lansing, MI 48909-7680; telephone 1-517-241-2974. 

http://wildlife.dnr.state.mi.us/HomePages/Meetings/Natural_Areas_1998. 
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About the GWS . . . 
The George Wright Society was founded in 1980 to serve as a profes

sional association for people who work in or on behalf of parks and 
other kinds of protected areas and public lands. Unlike other or
ganizations, the GWS is not limited to a single discipline or one type of 
protected area. Our integrative approach cuts across academic fields, 
agency jurisdictions, and political boundaries. 

The GWS organizes and co-sponsors a major U.S. conference on re
search and management of protected areas, held every two years. We of
fer the FORUM, a quarterly publication, as a venue for discussion of 
timely issues related to protected areas, including think-pieces that have a 
hard time finding a home in subject-oriented, peer-reviewed journals. 
The GWS also helps sponsor outside symposia and takes part in interna
tional initiatives, such as IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas. 

Who was George Wright? 
George Melendez Wright (1904-1936) was one of the first protected 

area professionals to argue for a holistic approach to solving research 
and management problems. In 1929 he founded (and funded out of his 
own pocket) the Wildlife Division of the U.S. National Park Service—the 
precursor to today's science and resource management programs in the 
agency. Although just a young man, he quickly became associated with 
the conservation luminaries of the day and, along with them, influenced 
planning for public parks and recreation areas nationwide. Even then, 
Wright realized that protected areas cannot be managed as if they are un
touched by events outside their boundaries. 

Please Join Us! 
Following the spirit of George Wright, members of the GWS come 

from all kinds of professional backgrounds. Our ranks include terrestrial 
and marine scientists, historians, archaeologists, sociologists, geogra
phers, natural and cultural resource managers, planners, data analysts, 
and more. Some work in agencies, some for private groups, some in 
academia. And some are simply supporters of better research and man
agement in protected areas. 

Won't you help us as we work toward this goal? Membership for indi
viduals and institutions is US$35 per calendar year, and includes sub
scription to the Forum, discounts on GWS publications, reduced 
registration fees for the GWS biennial conference, and participation in 
annual board member elections. New members who join between 1 
October and 31 December are enrolled for the balance of the year and 
all of the next. A sign-up form is on the next page. 
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The George Wright Society 
Application for Membership 

Name: 
Affiliation: 

Address: 

ZIP/PostalCode: 

Workplace phone: 

Fax: . 

E-mail: 

Please \/ the type of membership you desire: 
fj Patron $500/year 
D Life Member $350/life 
L~J Supporting Member $100/year 
til Regular Member $35/year 
fj Student Member $23/year 
d Institutional Member $35/year 
LM Here's an additional contribution of$_ 

Dues and contributions are tax-deductible in the USA. 
$10.00 of your membership goes to a subscription to THE GEORGE WRIGHT FORUM. 

Note: Except for Life Memberships, all dues are good for the calendar year in 
which they are paid. New members who join between 1 October and 31 
December will be enrolled for the balance of the year and the entire year 
following. Special Note to Canadian Applicants: If paying dues in Canadian 
funds, please add 25% to cover our bank fees. 

Optional: Please name your profession or occupat ion and any specialty, 
expertise, or area of professional interest: 

Mail payment to: The George Wright Society, P.O. Box 65, Hancock, MI 
49930-0065 USA. Would you rather be billed? Just fax this form to 906-487-

9405 or e-mail us at gws@mail.portup.com arid we'll invoice you. 
Thank you! 
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Submitting Materials to THE GEORGE WRIGHT FORUM 

The Society welcomes articles that hear importantly on our objectives: promoting the 
applicat ion of knowledge, unders tanding , and wisdom to pol icy-making, p lanning, 
management, and interpretation of the resources of protected areas and public lands around 
the world. The FORUM is now distributed internationally; submissions should rmmmize 
piovincialism, avoid academic or agency jargon and acronyms, and aim to b r o a d e n 
international aspects and applications. We actively seek manuscripts which represent a variety 
ofprotected area perspectives, and welcome submissions from authors working outside of the 
U.S.A. 

Length and Language of Submission Manuscripts should run no more than 3,000 
words unless prior arrangements with the editor have been made. Articles are published in 
English; we welcome translations into English of articles that were originally prepared in 
another language. In such cases we also publish an abstract of the article in the original 
language. 

Form of Submission We no longer accept unsolicited articles that are not also 
accompanied by a 3.5-inch computer disk. Almost any such disk can be read in its original 
format (please indicate whether your disk is formatted for IBM or Apple, and note the version 
of the software). A double-spaced manuscript must accompany the disk in case of com
patibility problems. We have also begun to accept e-mailed submissions; please check with 
the editor for details before submitting in this format. 

Citations Citations should be given using the author-date method (preferably following 
the format laid out in The Chicago Manual of Style). In exceptional instances we will accept 
other conventions for citations and reference lists; call the GWS office for details. 

Editorial Matters; Permissions Generally, manuscripts are edited only for clarity, 
grammar, and so on. We contact authors before publishing if major revisions to content are 
needed. T h e FORUM is copyrighted by the Society; written permission for additional 
publication is required but freely given as long as the article is attributed as having been first 
published here. We do consider certain previously published articles for repuhlication in the 
FORUM. Authors proposing such articles should ensure all needed copyright permissions are 
in place before submitting the article for consideration. 

Illustrations Submit original (not photocopied) line drawings, charts, and graphs as 
nearly "camera-ready" as possible. If submitted in a size that exceeds the FORUM'S page di
mensions (6x9 inches), please make sure the reduction will still be legible. Avoid the use of 
dark shading in graphics. The preferable form for photographs is black-and-white (matte or 
glossy) prints. Medium contrast makes for better reproduction. Color prints and slides may 
not reproduce as well, but are acceptable. Half-tones from newspapers and magazines are not 
acceptable. We particularly welcome good vertical photos for use on the cover, either in black-
and-white or color. Please provide captions and secure copyright permissions as needed. 

Correspondence Send all correspondence and submissions to: 

The George Wright Society 
A T T N : FORUM Editor 

P.O. Box 65 
Hancock, MI 49930-0065 • USA 

«" (906) 487-9722. Fax: (906) 487-9405. E-mail: gws@mail.portup.com. 
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