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Society News, Notes & Mail 

• • • CALL FOR PAPERS • • • 
ON THE FRONTIERS OF CONSERVATION: 

DISCOVERY, REAPPRAISAL, AND INNOVATION 
The 1999 George Wright Society Conference 

T
he beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains will be the setting for the next 
GWS conference, the 10th Conference on Research and Resource 
Management in Parks and on Public Lands. We will meet March 22-
26, 1999, at the Great Smokies Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort in 

Asheville, North Carolina. The biennial GWS meetings are the USA's premier 
interdisciplinary conferences on parks and protected areas. The 1999 confer
ence, "On the Frontiers of Conservation: Discovery, Reappraisal, and Innova
tion," will explore parks and protected areas as: 

• Places of discovery, where we gain understanding through scientific and 
historical inquiry, experience of place, and personal reflection. 

• Places of reappraisal, where we invigorate the past with new interpretations, 
reassess the meaning of nature, and search for a renewed relationship to our 
environment. 

• Places of innovation, where we celebrate connections of people and place, 
and forge new approaches to conservation and the management of re
sources. 

We are now accepting abstracts to be considered for inclusion in the 
concurrent and poster session. We welcome abstracts from both GWS 
members and non-members on any topic related to research, resource 
management, and public education in parks and protected areas, from any field 
in natural or cultural resources. Before submitting, be sure to read the 
complete details and instructions in the Call for Papers brochure. To view it, 
visit the conference Web site at 

http://www.portup.com/~gws/gws99.htnil 

and click on "Call for Papers." There you will find the complete text of the 
brochure as well as an on-line abstract submission form. We strongly urge sub
mitters to use the Web form—it is by far the easiest way for us to process ab
stracts. Just follow the insturctions. We also have a printed Call for Papers 
brochure available. GWS members will receive it automatically; if you're not a 
member, you can get one by contacting us at The George Wright Society, P.O. 
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Box 65, Hancock, MI 49930-0065 USA; 1-906-487-9722; fax 1-906-487-
9405; gws@mail.portup.com. The deadline for abstracts is October 15, 
1998. So mark your calendars, and make plans to join us next spring in 
Asheville! [The complete text is reprinted starting on page 91 of this issue.] 

Doing Science in Wilderness 
It is evident that scientific research is necessary to understand and manage 

designated wilderness areas, but "wilderness managers are faced with the 
dilemma of how to encourage scientific activities without destroying the re
sources and values an area was established to protect." This is one of the spe
cial problems of doing science in wilderness that was explored at last year's 
GWS conference in Albuqerque in a workshop organized by GWS member 
David J. Parsons of the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute. Now 
Parsons has published a summary of the workshop in the International Jour
nal of' Wilderness (1998; Vol. 4, No. 1; pp. 10-13) entitled "Scientific Activi
ties in Wilderness: A Workshop to Address Issues and Concerns." The article 
gives a manager's and a scientist's perspective, a case study of research-man
agement cooperation from Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park, and a pro
posed protocol to evaluate research proposals. For more information, contact 
Parsons at the ALWRI, P.O. Box 8089, Missoula, MT 59812 USA; 1-406-
542-4190; dparsons/rmrs_missoula@fs.fed.us. 

Slide, Anyone? 
Anyone with a slide, or slides, that s/he is proud of, and who wishes to share 

it or them, is welcome to send them to us for scanning. They would immedi
ately be returned to you. Include: "where, when, of what" the slide is about. 
We can not promise to use it/them, at least not immediately. 

WCPA News: Imperatives for Protected Areas 
Last November, IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas convened 

a symposium on "Protected Areas in the 21st Century: From Islands to Net
works," in Albany, Western Australia. The symposium was conceived of as a 
midway review of progress since the 1992 World Parks Congress in 
Venezuela, looking forward to the next Congress in 2002. At the symposium, 
the following statement on "Imperatives for Protected Areas" was adopted: 

A new alliance is sought among all stakeholders at the local, national, re
gional and global levels to pool their talents and capacities to realise a new vi
sion for protected areas in the bioregional context. 

Protected areas are special places on land and sea which are managed for 
conservation purposes. The current global system comprises some 30,000 
sites, covering about 13.2 million sq km (almost the size of Antarctica). They 
are of various kinds. Many have cultural components and support appropriate 
sustainable use. They play a key role in conserving natural ecosystems and, 
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where managed, effectively, contribute substantially to sustainable develop
ment. 

Protected areas provide options for humanity in a rapidly changing world. 
They ensure the continuing flow of ecosystems services, including maintaining 
water and air quality and the availability of soil nutrients and act as carbon 
sinks. They provide economic benefits and contribute to spiritual, mental and 
physical well-being. Protected areas also helps fulfil our ethical responsibility 
to respect nature. 

This role is challenged by various factors such as macroeconomics policies, 
rural poverty, land tenure issues, habitat fragmentation, climate change, and 
inadequate funding, inadequate management capacity and lack of political 
commitment. There is insufficient appreciation of the linkage between pro
tected areas and the realisation of human expectations. 

If, in the 21 st Century, humanity is to have: 
• security for habitats and species; 
• an environment which is productive, healthy and harmonious; 
• restored productivity of soils, forests, water, air and seas; and 
• sustainable use of the biosphere and natural resources for food security; 

Then we call on all members of the protected areas community to: 
• Rethink: We need to place protected areas in their broader context so as to 

demonstrate that they contribute to local economies and human welfare as 
integral components of a productive and secure environment. We need to 
ensure that our sites are selected and managed primarily for their biodiver
sity and ecosystem service values, while considering the livelihoods of the 
communities dependent upon them. Our communication strategies need to 
convey this new image. 

• Reorient: We need to expand on our principal role of establishing and man
aging protected areas by emphasising the bioregional approach, and work
ing for the compatible management of surrounding areas. We need to con
nect them with nature-friendly corridors to form a conservation matrix us
ing a range of protected areas types. 

• Respond: We need to respond to global concerns about issues such as biodi
versity, climate change, desertification, international waters and peace, and 
emphasise the role protected areas can play in addressing these. 

• Reach-out: We need to establish partnerships and encourage co-operation 
with neighbours and other stakeholders, promote stewardship, enhance the 
use of relevant information, and develop and strengthen the policies, eco
nomic and other instruments which support protected areas objectives. Our 
efforts need to be complemented by those of other public and private organ
isations and interests that have the required skills and capabilities, and es
pecially by those with authority and responsibility over natural resources as 
to realise this vision. 
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On the Frontiers of Conservation: 
Discovery, Reappraisal, and Innovation 

Call for Papers 
The George Wright Society's 10th Conference on 

Research and Resource Management 
in Parks and on Public Lands 

March 22-26, 1999 
Great Smokies Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort 

Asheville, North Carolina 

"My father said to me, If you take one step with all the knowledge you have, 
there is usually just enough light shining to show you the next step." 

—Mardy Murie 
To continually seek a fresh perspective on people, places, and one's time is the 
hallmark of a questing spirit. Parks and other protected areas are special places that 
draw those who wish to chart new horizons of knowledge and understanding. Far from 
being isolated, static, or frozen in time, every place—from the largest wilderness area 
to the smallest historic site—holds insights on nature, culture, and our communities. 
The 1999 George Wright Society conference will explore parks and protected areas as: 

<• Places of discovery, where we gain understanding through scientific and historical 
inquiry, experience of place, and personal reflection. 

•0- Places of reappraisal, where we invigorate the past with new interpretations, re
assess the meaning of nature, and search for a renewed relationship to our envi
ronment. 

<• Places of innovation, where we celebrate connections of people and place, and 
forge new approaches to conservation and the management of resources. 

We encourage people submitting abstracts for inclusion in the concurrent and poster 
sessions to relate their proposed presentations to these aspects of the park experi
ence. This is not a requirement, however, and we welcome abstracts from both GWS 
members and non-members on any topic related to research, resource management, 
and public education in parks and protected areas, from any field in natural or cultural 
resources. We are interested in work taking place anywhere in the world and at any 
level of protection 

C o n f e r e n c e F o r m a t 
Four Plenary Sessions, in which all attendees come together to consider issues 
related to the theme of the conference, as outlined above. 
Approximately 45 concurrent sessions, each lasting two hours, with up to five running 
simultaneously. Concurrent sessions can take a range of formats, including paper pre
sentations, debates, panel discussions, and workshops. Presentations in concurrent 
sessions do not necessarily have to relate to the conference theme, although that is 
encouraged. The topics of concurrent sessions are either (1) predetermined by the Con
ference Committee (see the tentative list below), (2) taken from session proposals sent 
in response to this Call for Papers, or (3) put together from a grouping of individual 
abstracts received. 

The Concurrent Sessions are divided into three tracks: a Management track for 
case studies and discussions of resource management and park administration issues; 
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an Analysis & Synthesis track tot papers describing park-related research or those with 
a philosophical- or policy-oriented focus; and a special, regionally focused track de
voted to Appalachian Issues. 

A P o s t e r S e s s i o n , in which graph-ical presentations, exhibits, and com-puter 
demonstrations are presented. The poster session runs continuously on Monday and 
Tuesday of the conference week. A "Poster Spotlight" period on Tuesday afternoon will 
provide a chance for presenters to interact with other attendees. 

A l l - d a y F i e l d T r i p s , Wednesday of the conference week. These are learning 
experiences integrated into the conference. 

S p e c i a l E v e n t s such as a welcoming reception, evening discussions, side 
meetings, and the GWS Awards Banquet. 

P o s s i b l e T o p i c s f o r S e s s i o n s i n t h e 
M a n a g e m e n t T r a c k 

• Management of Threatened and EndangeredSpecies 
• Wilderness Management 
• Wildlife Ecology and Management 
• Vegetation Ecology and Management 
• Managing Collections and Museums 
• Inventor/ and Monitoring of Natural Resources 
• Recreational and Tourism Impacts 
• Partnerships Between Agencies and Communities 
• Interpretation and Public Education 
• Ecological Restoration 
• Fire Ecology and Management 
• Air Quality 
• Water Quality 
• Management of Invasive and Exotic Species 
• Social Science Research 
• Protected Areas Networks 
• Parks in the Urban-Suburban Matrix 
• Marine Protected Areas 
• Managing Freshwater Ecosystems 
• Cross-Jurisdictional Issues 

P o s s i b l e T o p i c s f o r S e s s i o n s i n t h e 
A n a l y s i s & S y n t h e s i s T r a c k 

• Public History and Public Opinion: When Revision and Tradition Clash 
• Stewardship of Cultural Landscapes 
• Interpreting Controversial Resource Issues to the Public 
• Understanding Park Visitors and Users: Who, What, and Why 
• Scientific Research in Protected Areas: Does Management Really Benefit? 
• The State of Science and Resource Management in the U.S. National Parks 
• The USGS-BRD and Protected Areas 
• Rethinking Park Boundaries: Working Across Lines on the Map 
• Are Protected Areas Really Protecting Biodiversity? 
• Park Use in the Frontcountry 

These topics are tentative; some may be added or deleted depending on the abstracts received. (And if 
you think your presentation might fit one or more of these topics, please so indicate on the abstract 
submission form.) 

E i g h t T y p e s o f A b s t r a c t s 
W i l l B e C o n s i d e r e d : 

(1 ) A Case Study Paperhas a relatively narrow focus (looking, for example, at a resource management 
project in a single park) and is mostly descriptive, although each case should have broader relevance for 
other protected areas. Case Study Papers accepted for the conference will be assigned to a concurrent 
session within the Management Track. Individual papers are allotted 20 minutes each, with a 
consolidated Q&A period at the end of each concurrent session. 

92 The George Wright FORUM 



(a) An Analytical/Synthesis Paper either has a research focus or else is mainly theoretical or policy-
oriented: for example, a paper discussing the application of ecosystem management to protected areas, 
or one reviewing the effect of repatriation laws on the management of cultural artifact collections. 
Analytical Papers accepted for the conference will be assigned to a Concurrent Session within the 
Analysis & Synthesis Track. Individual papers are allotted 20 minutes each, with a consolidated Q&A 
period at the end of each concurrent session. 

(3) A Proposal for a Concurrent Session within either the Management Track or the Analysis & Syn
thesis Track can take any number of forms, such as paper presentations, a panel discussion, a debate, or 
a combination thereof. Concurrent sessions do not necessarily have to relate to the conference theme, 
but those that do are encouraged. The abstract should indicate any such connection. The abstract should 
also indicate who will chair the session, what format it will take, and who will be invited to participate. If 
the session will involve the presentation of papers, be sure to give full information on title(s) and 
author(s). IMPORTANT: People invited to present papers, serve as panelists, or otherwise take part in 
these sessions must register for the conference just like anyone else—even if they are only coming to the 
conference to participate in this one session. (An inexpensive single-day rate is available.) This is a 
perennial point of confusion. If you are proposing a concurrent session, it is your responsibility as or-
ganizerto ensure that your invited participants either will pay their own way, or else cover their regis
tration fees for them. 

(4) A Workshop is a working session open to any conference registrant. In a Workshop, registrants can 
come together to work on or provide input into a specific project or product. An example might be a 
Workshop to gather input on a set of guidelines. Workshops will be scheduled at the same time as the 
Concurrent Sessions or, possibly, during the evening. Workshops cover a minimum of two hours; 
proposals for longer workshops will be considered. Make sure to indicate the length of the Workshop in 
your submission. 

(5) A limited amount of space will be available for small-group Side Meetings. These working sessions 
differ from Workshops in that they are by invitation only. If the Side Meeting proposal is accepted, the title 
of the meeting and its location will be given in the conference program; the abstract will be used for 
conference organizing purposes only, and will not be published. 

(6) A Poster is a graphically oriented presentation which is placed on a vertical poster board. Poster 
presentations are well-suited for visual data such as extensive maps and graphs, and for sharing 
information about ongoing projects that may not warrant the more formal presentations of a Concurrent 
Session. 

(7) A Computer Demonstration may be an example of a GIS, a database, a WEB site, etc., and will be 
included in the Poster Session. If you wish to give an Internet demonstration, there will be a surcharge for 
the necessary modem line. 

(B) An Exhibits a pre-manufactured informational display. It may be free-standing or table-top. Exhibits 
will be accepted on a space-available basis, and will be part of the Poster Session. Noncommerical 
displays will be accepted free of charge. Potential commercial exhibitors must contact the G WS office 
for space availability and rental information. The dimensions of the exhibit, and whether it is free-standing 
or table-top, must be given in your abstract submssion. 

C o n f e r e n c e P r o c e e d i n g s 
A proceedings book containing papers from the conference will be published in September 1999. All 
registrants will receive the proceedings as part of their registration fee. 

I n t e r e s t e d i n 
C h a i r i n g a S e s s i o n ? 

We are always looking for volunteers willing to chair concurrent sessions that have been put together 
from the ab-stracts received in response to the Call for Papers. Session chairs are responsible for: (1) 
touching base with the presenters in their session before the conference (the GWS coordinates this); (2) 
seeing that individual presentations run on time and in an orderly fashion; and (3) coordinating the Q&A 
period at the end of the session. It's a great way to meet new colleagues! If you are interested, please 
indicate on your submission. 
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How t o S u b m i t A b s t r a c t s 
•Abstracts (no more than 150 words) must be submitted in electronic format, either via the on-line form 
on the WEB, via stand-alone e-mail, or on diskette (aocom-panied by a hard copy). Faxed abstracts 
cannot be accepted. 

http://www.portup.com/~gws/gws99.html 
• W e urge you t o uae t h e on- l ine abs t rac t submiss ion f o r m . We much prefer to 
receive abstracts by this method. It is by far the easiest way for us to process your abstract, and, we 
think, the easiest for you as submitter. Your submission will be promptly acknowledged by return e-mail, 
so be sure to indicate your e-mail address in the space provided (some browsers do not return this infor
mation automatically). 

• If you wish to use your stand-alone e-mail program to send in your abstract, or to submit on diskette, 
include all the information asked for on the on-line form. You MUST indicate the type of abstract you are 
submitting. Be sure to embed the abstract within the body of the e-mail—do not send it as an attachment. 
Your submis-sion will be promptly acknowledged by return e-mail. 

• If you submit on diskette, enclose a hard copy in case of compatibility problems. 

• Don't forget to include atitle forthe presentation. 

• For session proposals, clearly indicate who will chair the session and what each of the participants will 
be doing. 

•The name, affiliation, address, telephone/fax,and e-mail of each author, presen-ter, discussant, or 
participant must be included. If someone other than the lead author is the presenter or primary contact, 
please mark his or her name with an asterisk. 

• We also ask for a very brief (no more than 25 words) biographical sketch of each presenter which will 
be used to introduce her or him by the session chair. 

• Don't exceed 150 words! Format the abstract as a single paragraph. 

DUE D A T E E-mail or postmark abstracts no laterthan October 15,1998. Abstracts will be selected by 
the Conference Committee in early November and notification to all submitters will go out in mid-
November. 

SUBMIT TO: 
The George Wright Society 

ATTN: 1999 GWS Conference Abstracts 
P.O. Box 65, Hancock, Michigan 49930-0065 USA 

gws@mail.portup.com 

Questions? Contact the GWS office—we're always glad to help. Phone: 1 -906-
487-9722. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n a n d Spec ia l -Event F e e s 
A n o t e a b o u t conference fees a n d f l nancla l auppor t . The GWS depends on income 
derived from these biennial conferences for our operating budget. We try to set our registration and spe
cial-event fees at amounts comparable with those charged at similar conferences. We offer a reduced 
registration fee to GWS members, to currently registered students, and to presenters and chairpersons 
in concurrent sessions and the poster session. We also have a registration fee designed to meet the 
needs of participants who can only come for a single day. Please be aware that we do not expect to have 
any money available for travel stipends or scholarships—nor, regrettably, are we in a position to offer 
registration fee waivers. 
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About the GWS . . . 
The George Wright Society was founded in 1980 to serve as a profes

sional association for people who work in or on behalf of parks and 
other kinds of protected areas and public lands. Unlike other or
ganizations, the GWS is not limited to a single discipline or one type of 
protected area. Our integrative approach cuts across academic fields, 
agency jurisdictions, and political boundaries. 

The GWS organizes and co-sponsors a major U.S. conference on re
search and management of protected areas, held every two years. We of
fer the FORUM, a quarterly publication, as a venue for discussion of 
timely issues related to protected areas, including think-pieces that have a 
hard time finding a home in subject-oriented, peer-reviewed journals. 
The GWS also helps sponsor outside symposia and takes part in interna
tional initiatives, such as IUCN's World Commission on Protected Areas. 

Who was George Wright? 
George Melendez Wright (1904-1936) was one of the first protected 

area professionals to argue for a holistic approach to solving research 
and management problems. In 1929 he founded (and funded out of his 
own pocket) the Wildlife Division of the U.S. National Park Service—the 
precursor to today's science and resource management programs in the 
agency. Although just a young man, he quickly became associated with 
the conservation luminaries of the day and, along with them, influenced 
planning for public parks and recreation areas nationwide. Even then, 
Wright realized that protected areas cannot be managed as if they are un
touched by events outside their boundaries. 

Please Join Us! 
Following the spirit of George Wright, members of the GWS come 

from all kinds of professional backgrounds. Our ranks include terrestrial 
and marine scientists, historians, archaeologists, sociologists, geogra
phers, natural and cultural resource managers, planners, data analysts, 
and more. Some work in agencies, some for private groups, some in 
academia. And some are simply supporters of better research and man
agement in protected areas. 

Won't you help us as we work toward this goal? Membership for indi
viduals and institutions is US$35 per calendar year, and includes sub
scription to the Forum, discounts on GWS publications, reduced 
registration fees for the GWS biennial conference, and participation in 
annual board member elections. New members who join between 1 
October and 31 December are enrolled for the balance of the year and 
all of the next. A sign-up form is on the next page. 
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The George Wright Society 
Application for Membership 

Name: 

Affiliation: 

Address: 

ZIP/Postal Code: 

Workplace phone: 

Fax: _ 

E-mail: 

Please \/ the type of membership you desire: 
• Patron $500/year 
• Life Member $350/life 
• Supporting Member $100/year 
• Regular Member $35/year 
• Student Member $25/year 
• Institutional Member $35/year 
• Here's an additional contribution of$_ 

Dues and contributions are tax-deductible in the USA. 
$10.00 of your membership goes to a subscription to THE GEORGE WRIGHT FORUM. 

Note: Except for Life Memberships, all dues are good for the calendar year in 
which they are paid. New members who join between 1 October and 31 
December will be enrolled for the balance of the year and the entire year 
following. Special Note to Canadian Applicants: If paying dues in Canadian 
funds, please add 25% to cover our bank fees. 

Optional: Please name your profession or occupat ion and any specialty, 
expertise, or area of professional interest: 

Mail payment to: The George Wright Society, P.O. Box 65, Hancock, MI 
49930-0065 USA. Would you rather be billed? Just fax this form to 906-487-

9405 or e-mail us at gws@mail.portup.com and we'll invoice you. 
Thank you! 
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Submitting Materials to THE GEORGE WRIGHT FORUM 

T h e Society welcomes articles that bear importantly on our objectives: promoting the 
appl icat ion of knowledge , unders tand ing , and wisdom to pol icy-making, p lann ing , 
management, and interpretation of the resources of protected areas and public lands around 
the world. T h e FORUM is now distributed internationally; submissions should minimize 
piovincialism, avoid academic or agency jargon and acronyms, and aim to b r o a d e n 
international aspects and applications. We actively seek manuscripts which represent a variety 
of protected area perspectives, and welcome submissions from authors working outside of the 
U.S.A. 

Length and Language of Submission Manuscripts should run no more than 3,000 
words unless prior arrangements with the editor have been made. Articles are published in 
English; we welcome translations into English of articles that were originally prepared in 
another language. In such cases we also publish an abstract of the article in the original 
language. 

F o r m of Submiss ion We no longer accept unsolicited articles that are not also 
accompanied by a 3.5-inch computer disk. Almost any such disk can be read in its original 
format (please indicate whether your disk is formatted for IBM or Apple, and note the version 
of the software). A double-spaced manuscript must accompany the disk in case of com
patibility problems. We have also begun to accept e-mailed submissions; please check with 
the editor for details before submitting in this format. 

Citations Citations should be given using the author-date method (preferably following 
the format laid out in The Chicago Manual of Style). In exceptional instances we will accept 
other conventions for citations and reference lists; call the GWS office for details. 

Editorial Matters; Permissions Generally, manuscripts are edited only for clarity, 
grammar, and so on. We contact authors before publishing if major revisions to content are 
needed. T h e FORUM is copyrighted by the Society; written permission for additional 
publication is required but freely given as long as the article is attributed as having been first 
published here. We do consider certain previously published articles for republication in the 
FORUM. Authors proposing such articles should ensure all needed copyright permissions are 
in place before submitting the article for consideration. 

Illustrations Submit original (not photocopied) line drawings, charts, and graphs as 
nearly "camera-ready" as possible. If submitted in a size that exceeds the FORUM'S page di
mensions (6x9 inches), please make sure the reduction will still be legible. Avoid the use of 
dark shading in graphics. T h e preferable form for photographs is black-and-white (matte or 
glossy) prints. Medium contrast makes for better reproduction. Color prints and slides may 
not reproduce as well, but are acceptable. Half-tones from newspapers and magazines are not 
acceptable. We particularly welcome good vertical photos for use on the cover, either in black-
and-white or color. Please provide captions and secure copyright permissions as needed. 

Correspondence Send all correspondence and submissions to: 

T h e George Wright Society 
A T T N : FORUM Editor 

P.O. Box 65 
Hancock, MI 49930-0065 • USA 

» (906) 487-9722. Fax: (906) 487-9405. E-mail: gws@mail.portup.com. 

mailto:gws@mail.portup.com
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