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[Editor’s note: this critique was received by the GWS in June 2006. Gaskell et al. have
not responded to an offer to issue a rejoinder.]

Regarding Sandra Gaskell et al.’s “Native Plant Gathering Along the Village Chain
Routes of Yosemite Genealogical Family Use Districts,” there is a misconception that the
Southern Sierra Miwuks were the original Indians of Yosemite and the primary group of
Chief Tenaya’s band.

Lafayette H. Bunnell was the only person to meet and write about Chief Tenaya and
his band, aside from a reporter embedded with the Mariposa Battalion. Both Bunnell and
the reporter wrote that Tenaya’s band was primarily made up of Mono Paiutes and not
Miwuks. Not once is the name “Miwuk” mentioned in both of their accounts. There are
many references in both accounts to the original Indians of Yosemite being Mono
Paiutes.

There was a group that later became the Miwuks in the area, composed from a
combination of different tribes. Unfortunately, members of this group were the ones who
assisted James Savage, the man who captured Chief Tenaya. They were brought up from
the valley to work for James Savage. Savage had made alliances with certain chiefs to
have their people dig gold for him. They were the ones who coined the name
“Yosemites” for Tenaya’s band because they feared them. It is true that modern-day
Miwuks are made up of different tribal groups, including Paiutes, but historical accounts
show that the Miwuks were the ones who assisted James Savage, and were not the
original band of Chief Tenaya.

It took Bunnell several years to write his memoirs; during that time A.L. Kroeber and
other ethnologists had gone to Mariposa and spoken to Miwuks. They were the same
Miwuks who worked for James Savage.

Also, Lancisco Wilson was Paiute and not Miwuk.
We Paiutes are interested in the true history of the Indians of Yosemite. We believe

that history should be accurate, especially the history of Yosemite. Lafayette H. Bunnell
documents the first contact between non-indigenous people and Natives (see reference
below). It is the only book with the original accounts of Chief Tenaya’s life.
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