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The tourism challenges faced by the
Brazilian federal PA management

system

Closed Visitor Center, Pau Brasil NP Entrance sign, Paul 
Brasil NP

Low but rapidly growing visitation
Low levels of public and decisión maker support
Need for capacity building and planning
Need to contribute to economic development



Partners



Understanding to Action Approach

Capacity 
Development 

Training in 
Interpretation, 
Public Use, 
and PA 
Management

Mentoring

Demonstration 
Sites

Technical SkillsCritical Thinking Taking Action



Interpretation Example

Demonstration Site

Mentoring

Training
• Interpretation Technical Visit 

to US
• Participation in Amazon 

Seminar

• Collaborative project planning
• Working hand-in-hand on 

implementation
• Co-designing training

• Building an interpretive trail
• Building CAT interpretation 

exhibits
• Trainee conducting training 







Interpretive Plan provided the basis for 
all interpretation products developed 

in the Tapajos



1. Terra Rica Interpretive Trail





















2. Alter do Chao  - Visitor Center 
Interpretive Exhibits











3. Orientation & Community Signs to 
Support Visitation







4. Interpretation Training



US-based training of trainers





Community-based workshop led by ICMBio







CSU International Protected 

Area Management Course

Annual one month Spanish language course for Latin 

American and African PA Managers

• 2016th is the 26th year 

• 526 participants from 29 countries

• 63 participants from Brazil; 

9 in the last 3 years

Dinosaur National Monument, CO



CSU Mobile Seminar on Planning and 

Managing Tourism in Protected Areas

Annual 16-day English language course for leaders 

working in tourism and protected areas

• 2016th is the 4th year 

• 55 participants from 24 countries

• 16 participants from Brazil in last 3 years 

Grand Teton National Park, WY



Other courses in Brazil

1. Concessions workshop 

at Brasilia NP

2. Concessions workshop 

at Serra da Capivara

NP

3. Management Planning 

workshop at 

ACADEBIO



Activities in the USA

1. Public Use, Volunteers 

and Interpretation 

technical visit 

2. Interpretation technical 

visit and Training of 

Trainers certification

3. Spanish language 

Protected Area 

Management course

4. English language 

Tourism & Protected 

Areas seminar



Parceria para a Conservação da 

Biodiversidade na Amazônia

18 a 20 de Abril 2017, Manaus/AM - Brasil



OBRIGADO

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.” 

― Benjamin Franklin


