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Welcome to Oakland!
We’re Glad You’re Here! 
Thank you for choosing to attend “Engagement, Education & Expectations: The Future of Parks & Protected Areas,” the 2015 
George Wright Society Biennial Conference on Parks, Protected Areas, and Cultural Sites. We want to make your time here as rewarding 
as possible. If you have a problem, a question, or need any kind of assistance, please see a conference representative at the Registration 
Desk. 

The Conference Committee and GWS Board of Directors extend a warm welcome to you! Co-chaired by Melia Lane-Kamahele and Jerry 
Mitchell, the 2015 Conference Committee members are: Matthew Browning, David Graber, David Parsons, Ryan Sharp, Chris Spence, 
Jenn Thomsen, and Lynn Wilson. The members of the GWS Board of Directors are Nathalie Gagnon, president; Jerry Mitchell, vice 
president; Ryan Sharp, treasurer; David Parsons, secretary; and David Graber, Barrett Kennedy, Chris Spence, Jan van Wagtendonk, and 
Lynn Wilson, at-large members. Matthew Browning is graduate student representative to the Board. Dave Harmon is the GWS executive 
director and Emily Dekker-Fiala is conference coordinator. Welcome to Oakland! Let us know how we can assist you. 

Special appreciation goes to several people who were instrumental in helping obtain sponsorships for GWS2015. From the National Park 
Service: Ray Sauvajot, Stephanie Toothman, and Julia Washburn. From the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians: Freddie Romero and 
Veronica Sandoval. From VHB: Rosemary Morris. From Hitachi Consulting: Francis Priznar. Thanks one and all!

The George Wright Society: Better Knowledge, Better Decisions, Better Parks 
The George Wright Society promotes protected area stewardship by bringing practitioners together to share 
their expertise. Founded in 1980, we are an international nonprofit association of researchers, resource manag-
ers, educators, administrators, and activists working in parks, other kinds of protected natural areas, and cultural 
and historic sites. We promote professional research and resource stewardship across natural and cultural dis-
ciplines, provide avenues of communication (such as this conference and our thrice-yearly journal, The George 
Wright Forum), and encourage public policies that embrace these values. We strive to be the premier organiza-
tion connecting people, places, knowledge, and ideas to foster excellence in natural and cultural resource man-
agement, research, protection, and interpretation in parks, protected areas, and cultural sites. If you share these 
goals, please join us! Membership in the GWS is open to anyone, and includes a subscription to the Forum. You can 
join here in Oakland by seeing us at the Registration Desk, or later online at www.georgewright.org/join.

George Melendez Wright was the first scientist to work for the U.S. National Park Service. Wright was known for his keen ecological 
insights and winning personality. He was a strong proponent of putting “resources first” in parks and fought for ecological integrity in 
protected natural areas. More than this, as a Hispanic American he respected the value of cultural diversity, and understood the impor-
tance of marshaling natural and cultural resource disciplines in concert to achieve park management goals. Thanks to the generosity of 
Pam and Jim Lloyd, we are very pleased to offer you a special commemorative book about Wright’s life and continuing legacy as part of your 
registration materials.
 
The GWS Biennial Conferences: Critical Thinking Since 1982 
GWS2015 is the 18th in a series of conferences whose origins date back to 1976, the year the U.S. National Park Service held its first con-
ference on science in national parks; another followed in 1979. Beginning in 1982, the GWS has organized the conferences, expanding 
them beyond science to embrace all kinds of inquiry related to parks, protected areas, and cultural sites. The GWS biennial has become 
the USA’s leading interdisciplinary conference in the field. It is the only such conference to actively seek participation from across the 
entire spectrum of disciplines and activities that are necessary for successful protected area management. 
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GWS2015: Designed to Deliver Results 
Past GWS conferences asked potential presenters to submit proposals according to format. For example, if you wanted to organize a Panel 
Discussion, you filled out a form for a panel discussion. There was little emphasis on what the sessions or presentations themselves were 
trying to achieve, and no easy way for attendees to extract that information from abstracts. For GWS2015, we have moved to a conference 
framework that focuses on results: proposals are classified according to what they are trying to accomplish.

The entire conference is divided into sessions: blocks of time that are structured in different ways so as to achieve a specific outcome. 
There are five types:

Challenge Sessions start with one or more speakers who challenge members of the audience to question their assumptions. 
These sessions ask attendees to reconsider everything they think they know about the session topic. The outcome is that at-
tendees emerge from the session with their critical thinking faculties fully engaged.

Update Sessions bring attendees together to fill them in on the latest developments with regard to an project, program, or 
issue. The outcome is that attendees emerge from the session fully up-to-date on the topic.

Compass Sessions ask two questions: “Where are we?” and “Where do we want to go?” These sessions start with a state-of-
knowledge summary of a particular topic, and then ask the audience to reflect on where we should go from here. The outcome 
is a range of possible directions with respect to the session topic that attendees can share with colleagues.

Collaboration Sessions bring attendees together to work on or provide input into a specific project or product—it could be 
a plan, a set of guidelines, a survey, etc. At the end of the session, the organizers will give attendees the opportunity to help 
complete the project/product by joining a working group that will continue after the conference.

Skills Sessions are hands-on training opportunities that increase the capacity of attendees to solve a specific problem. The 
outcome is that attendees leave with new skills applicable to the problem.
  

GWS2015 is formatted into Plenary Sessions, Focus Sessions, Concurrent Sessions, and a Poster/Exhibit Session.

Plenary Sessions•	  are the keynotes of the conference, when all conferees come together to learn about and discuss important top-
ics. 
Focus Sessions•	  are like Plenary Sessions, except that there are three or four going on at once, instead of just one. 
The •	 Poster/Exhibit Session runs continuously from Sunday through noon on Thursday. Posters and Exhibits are available for 
continuous viewing for the duration of the session. A Poster Spotlight Reception will be held on Tuesday, March 31, from 6:30–7:30 
pm in Exhibit Hall East 1. Presenters should plan to stand by their Poster or Exhibit during this time.
Concurrent Sessions•	 , all two hours long, include:

Invited Papers•	  and Contributed Papers sessions, consisting of individual oral presentations, each lasting twenty minutes: fifteen 
for the presentation, and five for questions and answers (Q&A) with the audience. In some sessions, the last twenty minutes of 
the two-hour session are reserved for general Q&A with all the session’s presenters. 
Panel Discussions•	  involve short panelist presentations followed by extensive interactions with the audience. 
Day-cappers•	  are intended to give people an alternative to standard sessions during the late afternoon, and take a variety of in-
novative formats. 

Conference Overview
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Sharing Circles•	  are a way for conference participants to share information and experiences in a more personal setting. More 
participatory and spontaneous than the standard lecturer/audience model of information transfer, Sharing Circles provide an 
alternative way of learning that many people are more comfortable with. They are particularly associated with Indigenous tradi-
tions of teaching and sharing. Sharing Circles are guided by an organizer who introduces the topic, begins the conversation and 
keeps it moving and focused, and makes sure that everyone has a chance to participate in the discussion as he or she wishes. 
Café Conversations•	  are a format that combines small-group discussions with dialogue among all session attendees. They take 
place in a meeting room set up so as to resemble a café, i.e., round tables where no more than ten people are seated. 
Workshops•	  are designed to get input or other assistance from attendees on a specific product or to give people new skills. 
New for GWS2015, •	 Lightning Sessions (aka “20/20” or “PechaKucha” sessions) are a fast-paced alternative to regular talks. 
Each presenter gets only 20 slides, each of which is on-screen for 20 seconds, making for a total presentation time of 6 minutes 
40 seconds.  The intent is for the presenter to quick-hit on the highlights of the work so that the audience gets the gist of what’s 
going on quickly.

All sessions, and individual Contributed Papers, Posters, and Exhibits, have a Value Proposition and a set of Keywords. Value Proposi-
tions are a one-sentence summary of what you will get out of attending that session or presentation. For sessions, the Value Proposition 
is printed in italics in this Program Guide; for individual Contributed Papers, Posters, and Exhibits, the Value Proposition can be found 
in the Abstract PDF on your stick drive. The Keywords are also found in the Abstract PDF, and separately on the stick drive there is an 
alphabetical list of all Keywords to help you search Abstracts by topic.

Complimentary beverages will be available to all registrants during the morning and afternoon break periods on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday. Breaks will be served on the first floor, either in the Atrium or in the corridor near the Exhibit Hall. All sessions 
are open to all registrants. You do not have to sign up in advance to attend a particular session, and you are welcome to move between 
sessions to catch individual presentations. 

An Important Note on Punctuality and Last-minute Changes 
We know that many people like to jump between Concurrent Sessions to catch individual presentations, and that it’s frustrating to come 
into a room only to find a session running behind schedule. We have asked session chairs to do their utmost to keep the sessions running 
on schedule. Inevitably, however, some sessions will be affected by last-minute changes. All changes that are received after this Program 
Guide goes to press (in early March) will be summarized on a Late News handout included in your registration packet.

In the event of very-last-minute cancellations and/or no-shows in Invited Papers or Contributed Papers sessions, the session chairs have 
been instructed to “close the gap” by moving all subsequent papers up a slot within the session. This means, of course, that at least a 
portion of the affected session will be running ahead of schedule. We understand that this is not a perfect solution, and that it will be 
frustrating for people who are trying to catch a particular paper, only to find that it has already been presented. Nonetheless, after trying 
other alternatives over the years we feel this is the best way to deal with a situation that, we hope, will not crop up too often during the 
week. Thanks in advance for your understanding.

Conference Proceedings & The George Wright Forum 
An edited Conference Proceedings will be published by the George Wright Society as a record of the conference. The Proceedings will be 
published as a PDF e-book on the GWS website. Certain papers will be selected for publication in the GWS’s journal, The George Wright 
Forum. Anyone who is making a presentation at the conference is welcome to prepare a paper—even people who are giving Posters or 
Exhibits. For more on how to submit a paper for the proceedings, see www.georgewright.org/gws2015_instructions. The deadline for 
submissions is May 29, 2015. 
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Our Organizational Sponsor and Supporters 
The National Park Service oversees over 400 units of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and 
inspiration of this generation and those yet to come. NPS also works with local communities to preserve historic sites, 
develop trail systems, and advise on recreational needs. The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the ben-
efits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.
www.nps.gov	•	Conference Sponsor 

The story of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is a story of hope, optimism and success. We are looking 
ahead for the well-being of the next generations as we honor our heritage and traditions today. Our reservation in the 
Santa Ynez Valley is the home to tribal families, and to our tribal government and the Chumash Casino Resort. But 
our reservation also is home to a dream that started many years ago with our ancestors. Their spirit will continue far 
into the future because of the actions we are taking in the present. 
www.santaynezchumash.org	•	Conference Supporter

VHB provides multidisciplinary planning, design, engineering, and consulting for some of the USA’s most complex 
infrastructure and development initiatives, VHB’s planning, transportation, land development, and environmental 
professionals take projects from concept to completion, changing the face of the built environment. 
www.vhb.com	•	Conference Supporter 

As the global business and information technology consulting company of Hitachi, Ltd., Hitachi 
Consulting’s client base includes 35 percent of the Fortune 100 and 25 percent of the Global 100, 
along with many mid-market leaders. With offices in North America, Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia, the company employs more than 5,000 professionals in 13 countries. 
www.hitachiconsulting.com	•	Conference Supporter 

The George Melendez Wright Student Travel Scholarships 
The George Melendez Wright Student Travel Scholarships were created in 2005 to encourage students from diverse ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds to participate in our biennial conference and develop an interest in the conservation and preservation of parks, protected 
areas, and cultural sites worldwide. Scholarship recipients have the opportunity to participate in conference sessions and learning activi-
ties, as well as network with peers and professionals from a variety of disciplines in protected areas conservation. The GWS extends a 
special thanks to the National Park Service for helping realize the vision of bringing a diverse and talented student pool to the George 
Wright Society Conference. We are pleased to welcome all the Student Travel Scholarship recipients to the conference. We are indebted 
to Timia Thompson for coordinating scholarship-related activities. www.georgewright.org/gmwsts

The Indigenous Participant Travel Grant Program 
The George Wright Society organizes the Indigenous Participant Travel Grant Program to support the participation of Indigenous peo-
ple at these conferences. The interface between Indigenous interests and protected areas is highly important; to have genuine and criti-
cally enriching dialogue, there must be face-to-face engagement between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. This dialogue can lead 
to multi-directional learning, improved relationships, new conservation strategies, and expanded vision and planning. The GWS hopes 
to facilitate this dialogue by offering these travel grants. We extend a warm welcome to all Indigenous Participant Travel Grant Awardees. 
Our thanks go to the National Park Service and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians for supporting the program. 

We also want to thank our Indigenous Involvement Working Group for the many hours of discussion and planning that went into creating 
the travel grant program, the Indigenous-themed Focus Session, and numerous concurrent sessions that highlight Indigenous achieve-
ments and issues. Members of the Working Group are: Nathalie Gagnon and Melia Lane-Kamahele (co-chairs), Angela Mooney D’Arcy, 
Freddie Romero, and Corinna Gould. We also appreciate the efforts of Fawn YoungBear-Tibbetts in coordinating Indigenous Film 
Night. www.georgewright.org/nptg



 GWS2015 Program Guide   •   7

Today’s Continuing Events

>>> Registration	•	12:00	noon–10:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
We urge you to register on Sunday if at all possible — that way you beat the Monday-morning rush. GWS personnel will be available at 
the registration area throughout the week to answer your questions and help with any problems.

>>> Poster/Exhibit	Set-up	•	8:00	pm–10:00	pm	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1	(Posters),	First	Floor	Atrium	area	(Exhibits)
If you are presenting a Poster or Exhibit, please set it up as soon as you can after you check in. There will be a chart showing your 
assigned location.

Today’s Special Events

>>>	Explore	John	Muir	National	Historic	Site	and	Port	Chicago	Naval	Magazine	National	Memorial	•	Field	Trip
Departs 9:15 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>> University of California Museum of Vertebrate Zoology and Museum of Paleontology: Behind the Scenes Tour
Departs 1:00 pm.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Meeting	of	Indigenous	Participant	Travel	Grant	Recipients	•	7:00	pm–8:00	pm		•	OCC	208
All IPTG recipients will gather for an orientation/welcoming meeting. 

>>>	Meeting	of	George	Melendez	Wright	Student	Travel	Scholarship	Recipients	&	Mentors	•	7:00	pm–8:00	pm	•	OCC	210/211
All student travel scholarship recipients and their mentors will gather for an orientation/welcoming meeting. 

>>>	Social	Hour	for	IPTG	&	GMW	Student	Travel	Scholarship	Recipients	•	8:00	pm–9:00	pm	•	OCC	210/211
We’ll bring both groups together for an informal social hour sponsored by VHB, Inc. All conference registrants are welcome to drop in 
and meet the travel grant/travel scholarship recipients. 

Daily Schedule of Events

Sunday, March 29
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Plenary Session I •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	DEFGH

Parks as a Key to Preventive Healthcare: 
The Power of Partnerships between Park and Health Professionals

Call to order / Welcome: Nathalie Gagnon	•	President,	George	Wright	Society
Announcements: Jan van Wagtendonk	•	Member,	Board	of	Directors,	George	Wright	Society
Moderator/discussant: Kristin Wheeler	•	Institute	at	the	Golden	Gate

Speakers:
Mariajose Alcantara	•	Golden	Gate	National	Recreation	Area
Fatima Colindres	•	Golden	Gate	National	Recreation	Area
Raymond J. Baxter	•	Kaiser	Permanente

Discussant:
Jonathan B. Jarvis	•	Director,	National	Park	Service

Professional interest in the connections between human health and being in nature is taking off in a big way.  Establishing parks as a low 
or no-cost preventive health choice creates an unprecedented opportunity for parks to serve new audiences, but what’s really exciting is 
how the medical profession is beginning to embrace this concept.  Healthy Parks, Healthy People and Park Rx are only two of the many 
programs that are exploring the link between health and parks.

The Bay Area is a leading center of innovation in this area.  Our colleagues at the Institute at the Golden Gate have organized a dynamic 
discussion to kick off the conference. This session will get you up to speed on some of the latest thinking about the Health/Parks connec-
tion.

Mariajose Alcantara, a Latina Park Ranger since 2007, is part of Golden Gate National Recreation Area’s 
Community Programs and Outreach Team. Ranger Mariajose is dedicated to outreach to new and diverse 
audiences through programs, hikes, fairs and festivals, in hopes of inspiring youth and people of color to grow 
a love and passion for the National Parks. You may find Ranger Mariajose hiking around Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, singing at a campfire program, driving the Roving Ranger around the Bay Area, or leading 
Healthy Parks Healthy People programs the first Saturday of every month in the Presidio of San Francisco.

Fatima Colindres is an Interpretive Park Ranger at the Presidio of San Francisco. She has worked with the Na-
tional Park Service since she was 24 years old. Her NPS career began with 2 years as an Environmental Intern 
and for the last 15 years she has been a Park Ranger. She is known for her outreach in the community bringing 
new audiences of all ages and backgrounds to the park. Her programs incorporate storytelling from around 
the world, and health and wellness. Fatima has always loved the outdoors and the healing qualities of being 
outdoors, therefore when she was diagnosed with Rheumatoid Arthritis and started having difficulty walking, 
she decided to turn a negative into a positive and create new programs that would cater to people like herself, 
who could not move as fast or as easily as before but still wanted to be outdoors.

Monday, March 30
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Raymond J. Baxter, PhD, is Kaiser Permanente’s senior vice president for Community Benefit, Research and 
Health Policy. Dr. Baxter leads the organization’s activities to fulfill its social mission, including care and cover-
age for low-income people, community health initiatives, health equity, environmental stewardship and sup-
port for community-based organizations. He also leads Kaiser Permanente’s work in research, health policy 
and diversity, and serves as president of Kaiser Permanente International.

Kristin Wheeler, Program Director at the Institute at the Golden Gate, has a background in environmental 
and social justice organizing and training. Kristin led the development of the Park Prescriptions pilot in the 
Bayview Hunters Point neighborhood in San Francisco and serves as the lead facilitator for the Healthy Parks 
Healthy People: Bay Area collaborative and the National Park Prescriptions Initiative. Kristin serves on the 
Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of San Francisco and is a member of IUCN’s World Com-
mssion on Protected Areas and the Healthy Parks Healthy People Global Task Force. Kristin holds degrees in 
Political Science, Geography, and Art History from Gustavus Adolphus College.

Today’s Continuing Events

>>> Registration	•	7:00	am–6:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
We urge you to register on Sunday if at all possible — that way you beat the Monday-morning rush. GWS personnel will be available at 
the registration area throughout the week to answer your questions and help with any problems.

>>> Refreshment	Breaks	•	9:30	am–10:00	am	•	3:30	pm–4:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
Complimentary beverages.

>>> Concurrent	Sessions	•	10:00	am–6:00	pm
See the charts at the back of the Program Guide for full details.

>>> Poster/Exhibit	Session	•	8:00	am–10:00	pm	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1	(Posters),	First	Floor	Atrium	area	(Exhibits)
The Posters and Exhibits are available for viewing anytime.

>>> Soundscape	Room	•	12	noon–10:00	pm	•	OCC	212
Sponsored by Hitachi Consulting with technical assistance from the National Park Service Natural Sounds & Night Skies Program, 
“Soundscape” is a place where you can go to relax and connect with Nature through recordings of wind, water, and other natural sounds.  
It’s a reminder of the importance of natural soundscapes in all of our lives.  You can drop in anytime.

Today’s Special Event

>>>	Welcome	to	Oakland!	Reception	•	7:00-8:30	pm	
The George Wright Society welcomes you to the Bay Area! Join us to greet old friends and meet some new ones. All registrants welcome; 
no tickets required but please do wear your name badge for entry. Complimentary hot and cold hors d’oeuvres; cash bar. 
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Plenary Session II •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	DEFGH

Call to order / Announcements:	David	Graber	•	Member,	Board	of	Directors,	George	Wright	Society
Moderator: Jerry	Mitchell	•	Vice President, George Wright Society

Watching the World Go Away: 
Sliding Baselines, Diminished Expectations, and the Future of Protected Places

Kathleen	Dean	Moore	•	Distinguished	Professor	of	Philosophy	Emerita,	Oregon	State	University

A stream overflowing with salmon and bears, the crowded confetti of a coral reef — how many people alive today have ever seen an ecosys-
tem in its full and glorious complexity? Most of us live in a stripped-down, dammed-up, paved-over, desperately impoverished landscape. 
Over time, this becomes the norm — the way it’s always been, the way it must always be, the standard against which we measure gain and 
loss, gratitude and grief.  

This, of course, is the problem of the sliding ecological baseline. Its result is a sliding moral baseline: we ask so little of ourselves, caught 
up in an astonishing disregard for the quietly vanishing creatures and landscapes. But who can grieve the loss of what they never knew? 
And then, almost unnoticed, comes the sliding baseline of the imagination. Who can imagine a truly healthy ecosystem, who lives in a 
landscape of loss and no longer notices? Even our sense of possibility has been strip-mined. 

What is the role of the national parks and other protected areas in these years when the ecological baselines are falling so fast that the time 
has earned the name, the Sixth Extinction?

Kathleen	Dean	Moore is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy Emerita and co-founder and Senior Fellow of 
the Spring Creek Project for Ideas, Nature, and the Written Word at Oregon State University.   An environmental 
philosopher, Moore writes about moral, spiritual, and cultural relationships to the natural world. Her most recent 
books are Wild Comfort and the co-edited volume Moral Ground: Ethical Action for a Planet in Peril.

Today’s Continuing Events

>>> Registration	•	7:00	am–6:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area

>>> Refreshment	Breaks	•	9:30	am–10:00	am	•	3:30	pm–4:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
Complimentary beverages.

>>> Concurrent	Sessions	•	10:00	am–6:00	pm
See the charts at the back of the Program Guide for full details.

>>> Poster/Exhibit	Session	•	8:00	am–10:00	pm	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1	(Posters),	First	Floor	Atrium	area	(Exhibits)
The Posters and Exhibits are available for viewing anytime.

Tuesday, March 31
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>>> Soundscape	Room	•	8:00	am–10:00	pm	•	OCC	212
Sponsored by Hitachi Consulting with technical assistance from the National Park Service Natural Sounds & Night Skies Program, 
“Soundscape” is a place where you can go to relax and connect with Nature through recordings of wind, water, and other natural sounds.  
It’s a reminder of the importance of natural soundscapes in all of our lives.  You can drop in anytime.

Today’s Special Event

>>>	Poster	Spotlight	Reception	•	6:30	pm–7:30	pm	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1
This evening we will host a reception in the area immediately adjacent to the posters. Presenters will be standing by so you can ask ques-
tions. It’s the perfect time to cruise the Posters and Exhibits! All registrants welcome; no tickets required but please do wear your name 
badge for entry. Complimentary dry snacks; cash bar. 
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Focus Sessions •	8:00–9:30	am

Philanthropy, Place, Conservation, and Culture •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	AB

Welcome and introduction: Melia Lane-Kamahele	(Native	Hawaiian)	•	National	Park	Service	/	GWS	Indigenous	Involvement	Working	
Group
Chair of session: Angela	Mooney	D’Arcy	 (Acjachemen)	•	Pacific	RAN	Weaver,	Native	Americans	in	Philanthropy,	GWS	Indigenous	
Involvement Working Group

Speakers:
Corrina Gould
Julia Sizek	•	Native	American	Land	Conservancy

This session will discuss current work focused on the intersection between place-based philanthropy initiatives, ecologically-based land and 
water conservation efforts, and Indigenous peoples’ use of conservation tools such as land trusts to protect sacred places and cultural sites in 
perpetuity. 

The US National Park Service Centennial: 
Next Generation of Visitors, Supporters & Advocates •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	DE

Welcome and introduction: David	Graber	•	GWS Board Member
Chair of session: Alexa Viets	•	Centennial	Coordinator,	National	Park	Service

Speakers:
Kelly Coy	•	Physical	Scientist,	NPS	Biological	Resource	Management	Division
Colleen Flanagan Pritz	•	Ecologist,	NPS	Air	Resources	Division

NPS Centennial Coordinator, Alexa Viets, will share how the National Park Service will use its 100th anniversary to create the next 
generation of visitors, supporters and advocates for all public lands. Centennial programs are being framed to reach every 4th grader in 
the country, a national public awareness campaign and targeted outreach in urban areas, to name just a few efforts underway. Alexa will 
present brief highlights on national plans, and will then be joined by panelists to discuss models of success and challenges for connecting our 
work to a younger generation.

 
The World Parks Congress’ Promise of Sydney—
Implications for North America’s Protected Areas •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	FGH

Welcome and introduction: Lynn Wilson	•	GWS	Board	Member
Co-chairs of session: Ernesto Enkerlin Hoeflich	•	Chair,	IUCN	World	Commission	on	Protected	Areas
Mike Wong	•	Vice	Chair,	North	American	Region,	IUCN	World	Commission	on	Protected	Areas	/	Parks	Canada	Agency

Speakers:
Stephen Woodley	•	IUCN,	WCPA/SCC	Joint	Task	Force	on	Biodiversity	and	Protected	Areas
Karen Keenleyside	•	Parks	Canada	Agency
Elaine Hsiao	•	IUCN	WCPA	Young	Professionals
Leigh Welling	•	U.S.	National	Park	Service
David	Reynolds	•	IUCN,	Global	Protected	Areas	Programme
Andrew Rhodes Espinosa	•	Comisión	Nacional	de	Áreas	Naturales	Protegidas,	Mexico	(CONANP)

Wednesday, April 1
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Lauren Wenzel	•	NOAA	(National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration)
Diana	Allen	•	U.S.	National	Park	Service
Ted Trzyna	•	IUCN	WCPA	Urban	Specialist	Group
Jim Barborak	•	Colorado	State	University

The IUCN Chair of the World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA), Ernesto Enkerlin, and the Vice Chair of the WCPA North 
America Region, Mike Wong, invite all WCPA members and other GWS participants to a focus session on summary presentations by 
leaders of the 8 Streams and 4 cross-cutting themes of the World Parks Congress (http://worldparkscongress.org/programme/streams.
html).  This will be followed by a panel discussion where all attendees can express their views on the Promise of Sydney—the global strategy 
document of innovative approaches and recommendations for protected areas in the next decade—and provide their perspectives on how best 
to proceed with its implementation.

Today’s Continuing Events

>>> Registration	•	7:00	am–6:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area

>>> Refreshment	Breaks	•	9:30	am–10:00	am	•	3:30	pm–4:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
Complimentary beverages.

>>> Concurrent	Sessions	•	10:00	am–6:00	pm;	8:00	pm–10:00	pm
See the charts at the back of the Program Guide for full details.

>>> Poster/Exhibit	Session	•	8:00	am–10:00	pm	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1	(Posters),	First	Floor	Atrium	area	(Exhibits)
The Posters and Exhibits are available for viewing anytime.

>>> Soundscape	Room	•	8:00	am–10:00	pm	•	OCC	212
Sponsored by Hitachi Consulting with technical assistance from the National Park Service Natural Sounds & Night Skies Program, 
“Soundscape” is a place where you can go to relax and connect with Nature through recordings of wind, water, and other natural sounds.  
It’s a reminder of the importance of natural soundscapes in all of our lives.  You can drop in anytime.

Today’s Special Event

>>>	Indigenous	Film	Night•	8:00	pm–10:00	pm
This popular event is open to all registrants and features short films produced by Native filmmakers and collaborators. Film is an ex-
traordinary and vivid medium for education and communication. The IFN selections tell stories not commonly conveyed, each with its 
own unique voice and vision. They connect culture, land and people across generations. And they underscore the knowledge, vision, 
perspectives and contributions of Indigenous peoples to the caretaking of the Earth and human cultures. All registrants welcome; no 
tickets required but please do wear your name badge for entry. Complimentary light refreshments.
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Focus Sessions •	8:00–9:30	am

Merging Economic Reality with Park Stewardship: 
Learning from the Presidio and Other Public/Private Models •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	AB

Welcome and introduction: Jerry Mitchell, GWS Board Member
Chair of session: John Reynolds	•	Retired,	National	Park	Service	and	Secretary	of	 the	Interior’s	Representative,	Board	of	Directors,	
Presidio Trust

Speakers:
Amy Meyer	•	Bay	Area	Park	Advocate	and	Convener,	People	for	the	Parks/Presidio
Cherilyn Widell	•	Consultant	in	Heritage	Building	Conservation	and	Reuse,	Seraph,	LLC
Craig Middleton	•	Executive	Director,	Presidio	Trust
Katherine Arrow	•	Manager	of	Lands	and	Real	Estate,	Business	Management	Division,	Golden	Gate	National	Recreation	Area

The Presidio is a laboratory for partnership stewardship practices in environmental restoration, historic preservation and park design. 
Rolf Diamant recently described it in The George Wright Forum as “one of the most ambitious experiments in public park-making, ur-
ban design and multi-sector cooperation anywhere in the world.” Lessons in crafting partnerships, attracting philanthropic support and 
applying tax credit programs can be learned from the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, 
Presidio Trust and others around the country. 

Climate Change Adaptation isn’t for Sissies •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	DE

Welcome and introduction: David	Parsons	•	GWS Board Member
Chair of session: Leigh	Welling	•	National Park Service

Speakers: 
Anthony	Barnosky	•	Professor of Integrative Biology, University of California, Berkeley
Patrick	Gonzalez	•	Climate Change Scientist, National Park Service
Joshua	Lawler	•	Associate Professor, Forest Resources, University of Washington
Mark	Schwartz	•	Professor, Environmental Science and Policy, University of California, Davis

With the rapidly diminishing utility of the historical range of variability in framing “desired conditions” or conservation goals, protected 
area managers struggle to find solid footing and direction in the world of climate change adaptation. Speakers in this panel are distin-
guished contributors in advancing concepts for conservation planning in a rapidly changing environment, understanding limits of tools 
such as vulnerability assessments, illuminating challenges and concerns regarding non-traditional strategies such as managed relocation, 
and alerting decision makers to the real potential for abrupt climate change. Panelists will discuss what is different about planning for 
conservation in a rapidly changing environment; adaptation strategies over different temporal and spatial scales; key issues associated with 
managed relocation; and approaches to establish an early warning system for tipping points in order to anticipate surprises.

Inspiring a New Generation: Strategies for Transformational Change 
in Relationships for Youth, Nature, and Parks •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	FGH

Welcome and introduction: Lynn	Wilson	•	Member, GWS Board of Directors
Chair of session: Alan	Latourelle	•	Chief Executive Officer, Parks Canada Agency
Co-chair and facilitator: Karen	Keenleyside	•	Parks Canada Agency

Thursday, April 2
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To build support for parks and other protected areas into the future we must ensure that young current and future leaders across all sec-
tors of society care about nature and support its conservation.  Fundamental to achieving this goal is ensuring that young people have the 
experiences in nature, particularly in childhood, that lead to deep life-long personal connections with nature.  We must also empower 
young people in decision-making so that they can be current and future leaders for change.  This focus session will draw on the outcomes 
from the Inspiring a New Generation stream of the 2014 IUCN World Parks Congress to identify key strategies for connecting young 
people with nature and empowering them to be agents of positive change.  An introductory presentation will be followed by a facilitated 
discussion of strategic and practical steps that can be taken to ensure that our planet’s future leaders are parks supporters.

New Directions in Interpretation •	8:00–9:30	am	•	Grand	Ballroom	C

Welcome and introduction: Matt	Browning	•	Graduate Student Liaison to the GWS Board
Chair of session: Julia	Washburn	•	National Park Service

Speakers: 
Milton	Chen	•	Senior Fellow, The George Lucas Educational Foundation
Lotte	I.	Lent	•	Assistant Director, The George Washington University
Theresa	G.	Coble	•	Associate Professor, Stephen F. Austin State University

The National Park Service (NPS) launched its first park website in mid-1990s. Since then, added to the mix are a range of social media 
platforms, mobile applications, and distance and online learning. The enormous educational opportunities created by technological 
advances are amplified by the recognition that formal education is just one piece of the learning puzzle. Learners are looking for person-
alized experiences driven by their interests, and learning can occur at any time and in any place. Learners take these experiences and 
attach them to their educational infrastructure while creating their own understanding. This type of engagement will become even more 
prevalent as a generation brought up with Facebook and other social media enter into the civic dialogue. This session will explore the 
characteristics and needs of the 21st-century learner and examine how technology helps meet those needs through the perspectives of experts 
in education technology and learning.

Plenary Session III •	5:30	pm–6:30	pm	•	Grand	Ballroom	DE

One World: North American Park Leaders Respond to 
“The Promise of Sydney” . . .  and Prepare for 2016 World Conservation Congress

Moderator: Brent	Mitchell	•	QLF/Atlantic Center for the Environment

Panelists:
Alan	Latourelle	•	Chief Executive Officer, Parks Canada Agency
Ernesto	Enkerlin	Hoeflich	•	Chair, IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas

The year 2016 will be momentous for parks and protected areas in the USA. It ushers in the second century of the US National Park Ser-
vice and brings the world’s largest conservation event to the United States for the first time (the World Conservation Congress, organized 
by IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, to be held in Honolulu, Hawai`i, September 2016). This closing plenary 
will look to the future of parks and protected areas in North America. Panelists will comment on “The Promise of Sydney” — the find-
ings of the recent, decadal World Parks Congress. The speakers will discuss parallels to national agendas for the next year, give us some of 
their initial thoughts about the upcoming World Conservation Congress, and reflect on the future of national parks and protected areas in 
the coming decade, and beyond.  (Speaker bios below.)



16   •   GWS2015 Program Guide

Since joining the Canadian federal government in 1983, Alan Latourelle has occupied positions of increasing 
responsibility in the field of corporate services, strategic planning, portfolio affairs, policy and operational pro-
gram delivery.  In 1997, Latourelle was appointed assistant deputy minister, Department of Canadian Heritage. 
He then joined Parks Canada as director general, Western and Northern Canada, and in 1999 became chief 
administrative officer before being named chief executive officer in 2002.

Ernesto Enkerlin Hoeflich chairs the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s World Commission 
on Protected Areas, a global volunteer network of protected area professionals.  Enkerlin previously helmed 
CONANP, Mexico’s national protected area agency.

Today’s Continuing Events

>>> Registration	•	7:00	am–5:00	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area

>>> Refreshment	Breaks	•	9:30	am–10:00	am	•	3:00	pm–3:30	pm	•	First	Floor	Atrium	area
Complimentary beverages. Please note that the afternoon break begins a half-hour earlier today, i.e., at 3:00 pm instead of 3:30.

>>> Concurrent	Sessions	•	10:00	am–5:30	pm
See the charts at the back of the Program Guide for full details. Please note that the afternoon sessions begin a half-hour earlier today, 
i.e., at 1:00 pm instead of 1:30.

>>> Poster/Exhibit	Session	•	8:00	am–11:00	am	•	Exhibit	Hall	East	1	(Posters),	First	Floor	Atrium	area	(Exhibits)
This morning is last call for viewing the Posters and Exhibits! Presenters need to remove their Posters/Exhibits starting at 11:00 am and 
finish removal by 12 noon.

>>> Soundscape	Room	•	8:00	am–2:00	pm	•	OCC	212
Sponsored by Hitachi Consulting with technical assistance from the National Park Service Natural Sounds & Night Skies Program, 
“Soundscape” is a place where you can go to relax and connect with Nature through recordings of wind, water, and other natural sounds.  
It’s a reminder of the importance of natural soundscapes in all of our lives.  You can drop in anytime.

Today’s Special Event

>>>	Gala	Reception:	George	Melendez	Wright—Celebrating	a	Living	Legacy,	and	Presentation	of	the	2015	George	Wright	Society	
Awards	•	7:00	pm–8:30	pm	•	Junior	Ballroom	(second	floor)
The main portion of the conference program closes with a gala celebration of the legacy of George Melendez Wright, who was born and 
raised in the Bay Area and graduated from the University of California at Berkeley.  Author Jerry Emory will present a short tribute to 
Wright, and we will welcome members of the Wright family and other special guests who are in attendance.  Then we will have the pre-
sentation of the 2015 GWS Awards. Advance ticket required. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres; cash bar.
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Today’s Special Events

>>>	Presidio	Restoration	Tour	and	Heritage	Center	•	Field	Trip
Departs 8:00 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Trail	Maintenance	in	the	Oakland	Hills	(hosted	by	East	Bay	Regional	Park	District)	•	Service	Project
Departs 8:00 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Grafting	Historic	Fruit	Trees	at	John	Muir	National	Historic	Site	(hosted	by	the	National	Park	Service)	•	Service	Project
Departs 8:00 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Fuels	Management	at	the	East	Bay	Regional	Parks	—	Showcasing	Tilden	Park	•	Field	Trip
Departs 8:30 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Point	Reyes	National	Seashore:	Managing	a	Land	in	Motion	•	Field	Trip
Departs 8:30 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Redwood	Creek	Watershed:	Restoration	and	Collaboration	•	Field	Trip
Departs 9:00 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

>>>	Rosie	the	Riveter	/	World	War	II	Home	Front	National	Historical	Park	•	Field	Trip
Departs 10:00 am.  Meet in Lobby. Advance ticket required.

Friday, April 3
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